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Hon. Laura E. Drager (Ret.) Virginia A. LoPreto, Esq. Maurice Q. Robinson, Esq.

2022 HONOREES



The Honorable
Laura E. Drager (Ret.)

Counsel, Lee Anav Chung White Kim Ruger & Richter LLP

2022 Recipient
The Honorable Sondra M. Miller Award



Virginia A. LoPreto, Esq.
Partner, LoPreto + Levy, LLP

2022 Recipient
The FamilyKind Service Award



Maurice Q. Robinson, Esq.
EEO Officer, New York City Housing Authority Department of 
Equal Opportunity

2022 Recipient
Tziporah Pronman Mediation Award



Gabrielle Humleker Patricia Valentin

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

IN TRIBUTE

Lynn Williams



Hon. Matthew Cooper (Ret.)

SPECIAL GUEST AUCTIONEER



Anniversary Gala Chairs
Patricia Ann Fersch, Esq., Board Chair 
Lesley Friedland, Esq., Executive Director
Pamela M. Sloan, Esq., Honorary Gala Chair 
Hon. Matthew F. Cooper (Ret.)
Vivian Rivera Drohan, Esq.
Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann (Ret.)
Judith E. White, Esq. & Michael Yi, Esq.
Elliot J. Wiener, Esq. & Wendy Naidich, Ph.D.

Anniversary Gala Committee
Helene Bernstein, Esq.  
Amy Carron Day, Esq.
Tara Diamond, Esq.
Mary Fiance
Felipe Godard
Nancy Goodman
Michael Knuff
Sharon Manewitz



FamilyKind Board of Directors
Patricia Ann Fersch, Esq., Chair 
Elliot Wiener, Esq., Vice Chair
Lesley Ann Friedland, Esq., Founder & Executive Director

Helene Bernstein, Esq.
Amy Carron Day, Esq.
Felipe Godard
Nancy Goodman
Karla Hernandez Martinez

Philip Katz, Esq.
Michael Prentis Knuff
Bathabile K.S. Mthombeni
Andrew Propper, Ph.D.
Jennifer Safian

Stacy Statkus
Sallie Mullins Thompson 
Jeffrey Vincent 
John Yacos, Esq.



We thank 
Our Generous 
Sponsors



With thanks to our Gold Sponsor



 

 

 
 

WITH ABIDING  
AFFECTION AND ADMIRATION  

WE  HONOR  
THE INCOMPARABLE  

 
HON. JACQUELINE SILBERMANN 

   
Aronson Mayefsky & Sloan, LLP 

David Aronson*Allan Mayefsky*Pamela Sloan 
Reid Aronson*Ella Cohen*Lidio Duval*Alexandra Franco 

*Jillian Gross*Heidi Harris*Elizabeth Harvell*Daniel Lipschutz 
Kerri McDonough*Michael Mosberg*Karen Robarge*Sherri Sharma 

Peter Stambleck* Lawrence Trachtenberg 



Silver Sponsors
Abrams Fensterman, LLP
Amy Carron Day, Esq., Day Law 
and Mediation
Cohen Clair Lans Greifer Thorpe & 
Rottenstreich LLP
Patricia Fersch, Esq., Fersch LLC
Nancy Goodman

Lee Anav Chung White Kim Ruger 
& Richter LLP
Phillips Nizer LLP
Prentis Wealth Management 
Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
Stacy Statkus





Congratulations to everyone at 
FamilyKind for 10 wonderful years 
providing excellent programs to NYC 
separating and divorcing families. 







Here’s to the next decade helping the 
families and children of New York —

and beyond. 
Happy tenth birthday, FamilyKind.

Nancy Goodman
Proud FamilyKind Board Member 

since 2019



We are pleased to extend our congratulations
to the  Honorable Laura E. Drager on her 
receipt of the Honorable  Sondra M. Miller 
Award. We also want to congratulate  Virginia 
LoPreto, Esq. on her receipt of the Family Kind  
Service Award and Maurice Q. Robinson, Esq. 
on his receipt  of the Tziporah Pronam 
Mediation Award.

99 Madison Avenue

8th Floor
NEW YORK

LOS ANGELES

MEXICOCITY
New York, NY 10016  

(212) 271-0664

JUDITH E WHITE· AIMEE RICHTER· LAURA E DRAGER· MICHIELLE 
SPECTOR  OLIVIA LEE· LAURA LEVY· SABRINA WOODS



Phillips Nizer LLP is 
proud to support FamilyKind.

We celebrate the Honorees 
and their good work.

New York | New Jersey
www.phillipsnizer.com





Stacy Statkus
congratulates FamilyKind 
on ten amazing years of 
serving families!

and joins FamilyKind in 
honoring this year’s award 
recipients.

Thank you for all you do!
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Bronze Sponsors
Berkman Bottger Newman & Schein
Law and Mediation Office of Helene 
Bernstein, PLLC
Blank Rome LLP
Cavallo Law, PLLC
Dobrish Michaels Gross LLP
Francis Financial, Inc.
Krauss Shaknes Tallentire & 
Messeri LLP
Mantel McDonough Riso, LLP

New York Women's Bar Association
Chris Oen
Pryor Cashman LLP
Rabin Schumann and Partners LLP
Bob Raymond, Ph.D.
Jennifer Safian, Divorce & Family 
Mediation
Soberlink
Jeffrey and Carol Vincent
The Law Firm of John Yacos, P.C.





CONGRATULATIONS
to	FamilyKind	

and	the	2022	Honorees

Hon.	Laura	A.	Drager	(Ret.)
Virginia	A.	LoPreto
Maurice	Robinson

We	appreciate	your	
commitment	to	providing	
services	to	families	in	need

Jeffrey	&	Carol	Vincent



DOBRISH MICHAELS GROSS LLP
Is proud to be associated with our Friends and Colleagues

Thank You To Our Patrons
67 Wines & Spirits

Jo Brody
Jennifer P. Brown, PLLC

Saralee Evans 
April Kuchuk Ph.D.

Kenneth Neumann, Center for Mediation & 
Training

New Jersey City University Foundation 
Teitler & Teitler, LLP  

Sallie Mullins Thompson, CPA PLLC 
Fradkin & McAlpin Architects 

Richard Wechsler 

Hon. Laura E. Drager (Ret.)
Virginia A. LoPreto, Esq.

Maurice Q. Robinson, Esq.
and participate as one of the sponsors of the FamilyKind Event

Robert Z. Dobrish
Robert S. Michaels

Nina S. Gross
David Elbaum

Marilyn Sugarman

Samantha Slepowitz
Meryl Steinberg
Sophie Heinlein

Alexis Lisser
Elodie de Bethmann



Jennifer Safian
Divorce and Family Mediator

Congratulations to 
FamilyKind on their 
10th anniversary

Happy	10th	Anniversary	FamilyKind!
Thank	you	for	all	you	do	for	the	families	
experiencing	separation	and	divorce.

Helene	Bernstein
FamilyKind	Board	Member,	Gala	
Committee	Member	and	
Mediation	Consultant

Managing	Partner	of	the	Law	
and	Mediation	Office	of	Helene	
Bernstein,	PLLC



Congratulations to Honorees
Hon. Laura E. Drager and 

Virginia A. LoPreto



MANTEL MCDONOUGH RISO, LLP

Joins FamilyKind in Honoring
Hon. Laura Drager
Virginia LoPreto

Maurice Robinson
2022 Honorees

Allan D. Mantel
Kevin M. McDonough

Gerard A. Riso

Burton D. Witman
Melissa B. Mantel

Perri W. Blitz
Michael M. Grogan

Kerri A. McDonough

May, 2022

Congratulations 
to FamilyKind 
and to all the 

Honorees!

__________

Chris Oen
Investing Media Solutions, LLC.

Co-Founder, EVP Network Relations





Scan to 
Donate!
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Advocate LLP
Hon. Matthew Cooper (Ret.) & Melissa Brophy
Roger M. Deitz & Chagit Deitz
The Law Offices of Diamond & Fee, PLLC
Hon. Laura E. Drager (Ret.) & Martin D. Barr
Drohan Lee LLP
Lesley Ann Friedland & Dr. Andrew Propper
Garr Silpe, P.C.
Felipe Godard
James R. Guberman, Guberman Advisors
Karla Hernandez Martinez

Adria S. Hillman, Attorney at Law, PC
Keane & Beane, P.C.
Lasercam LLC
LoPreto + Levy, LLP
Sharon & Mark Manewitz
Ivy Menchel, Family Wealth Planning Partners
Mosberg Sharma Stambleck Gross LLP
OurFamilyWizard
Rower LLC

Patron Sponsors



Congratulations to FamilyKind 
and all the honorees!

Congratulations	to	FamilyKind	for	10	years	of	
amazing	service,	all	of	the	FamilyKind	Honorees,	
and	our	Francis	Financial	team	member,	
Gabrielle,	for	her	recognition	tonight!

Congratulations, Maurice!
w www w

Roger & Chagit Deitz

Congratulations to 
FamilyKind and 
tonight's honorees. 
Thank you for 
everything you have 
done for the families 
and children of New 
York.



Congratulations, FamilyKind 
and Virginia!

Hon. Laura E. Drager (Ret.), Counsel
Lee Anav Chung White Kim Ruger and Richter

Mediation and Arbitration

and Martin D. Barr

Mosberg Sharma Stambleck Gross LLP

is proud to support FamilyKind

We celebrate the Honorees and their good work

MOSBERG | SHARMA | STAMBLECK | GROSS

Michael A. Mosberg | Sherri Sharma | Peter R. Stambleck
Jillian E. Gross | Heidi Harris | Ella Cohen | Samarah Greene



We are proud to be part of  this 
amazing organization and 

support its incredible mission. 

Congratulations to FamilyKind 
on their 10th Anniversary 

from the Godard Family

We salute FamilyKind and all the great 
law firms and other patrons who have 
contributed to its worthy mission. 

And here’s looking at you Laura 
and Virginia!

— Hon. Matthew Cooper (Ret.) 
& Melissa Brophy



Congratulates our own Virginia A. LoPreto
on her receipt of the FamilyKind Service Award

Warm wishes to Hon. Laura E. Drager (Ret.) on her receipt of The 
Honorable Sondra M. Miller Award and Maurice Q. Robinson, 
Esq. on his receipt of the Tziporah Pronman Mediation Award.

Virginia A. LoPreto  |  Magnolia D. Levy  |  Whitney G. Gulden

Congratulations	to	all	of	the	Honorees	and	in	
recognition	of	my	colleagues	in	the	legal	
community	who	dedicate	their	time	and	
energy	to	this	worthy	organization.	
With	best	wishes,	
Barry Abbott
Abbott Law PLLC

Congratulations to the awardees and 
thanks to the dedicated FamilyKind team 

that Lesley has assembled.

Happy 10th Anniversary! 

Sharon and Mark Manewitz

Guberman Advisors LLC is proud to support 
FamilyKind and this evening’s Honorees

GubermanAdvisors.com
New York / New Jersey/ Connecticut

Business Valuation / Forensic Accounting



Congratulations to Hon. Laura E. Drager, Virginia A. LoPreto, 
Esq., and Maurice Q. Robinson, Esq. for their strong support of 

the FamilyKind community. 

Steven A. Schurkman, Esq. 
KEANE & BEANE, P.C. 

New York City
646.794.5747

White Plains
914.946.4777

Fishkill
845.896.0120

Serving the 
Hudson Valley 
and Beyond for 
Over 40 years

Ten years and growing!! 
With heartfelt gratitude,
Lesley, Andy, Matt and Joey Propper



Thank You 
to the Board, Advisory Council, Staff, 

Professional Consultants and Volunteers 
who work tirelessly to support FamilyKind’s families

and with great appreciation to 
FamilyKind’s core team 

for their hard work year-round
Beth Cole • Rhabia Cowell • Lesley Friedland

Emily Jonas • Jessica Moore • Ellen Taner



The Center for Mediation & Training   www.DivorceMediation.com

congratulates Lesley Friedland and all the staff and volunteers for the important work 
that they continue to do.  Ken Neumann, Donna Petrucelli, and Ana-Lisa Gertner

Sending Job Well Done greetings to FamilyKind and its 2022 Honorees. What 
wonderful and much-needed work all of you do for families before, during, and 
after divorce or separation. Thank you!
Sallie Mullins Thompson CPA PLLC
Navigating your Financial Life through Effective Tax Strategies

Special Anniversary Greetings



Congratulation to FamilyKind’s honorees:  Hon. Laura Drager, Virginia LoPreto and Maurice 
Robinson. A very special congratulations to FamilyKind’s wonderful founder Lesley Friedland.  
Continue your essential work for New York Families.

Saralee Evans

New Jersey City University’s Institute for Dispute Resolution (IDR) congratulates Professor 
Maurice Robinson for his noble commitment to education and the advancement of the discipline 
of mediation in all its forms. His guidance to our students, academically and professionally, has 
brought life-changing experiences to them through self-determination and empowerment. The 
IDR and all of NJCU thanks Maurice for his continued public service and positive impact.

Special Anniversary Greetings



With admiration and “family” kind
we congratulate this year‘s honorees

Hon. Laura Drager
Virginia LoPreto, Esq.

Maurice Q. Robinson, Esq.

Hon. Judith J. Gische & 
Steven Schurkman, Esq.

Happy 10th birthday, 
FamilyKind!

It’s been a pleasure to be
part of your journey.

Nonprofit Development Consulting
www.moiraariev.com



67 Wines & Liquors
Ken Brown
Anne Courtney
FIGraphics.com
Lasercam, LLC
Our Gala Volunteers

FamilyKind’s NextGen Board
The Auction Committee
Our Generous Live, Silent, and 
Online Auction and Raffle 
Donors

Special Thanks
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Empowering   
children, parents 

and couples 
before, during and

after separation or 
divorce
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— Mark Twain, Author

Good decisions 
come from 
experience, 
but experience 
comes from 
bad decisions.



FamilyKind is a 
Certified Provider 

for the New York State
Parent Education

& Awareness 
Program



FamilyKind 
Parent Education 
Classes 

are currently 
offered in person 
and virtually

are NYS certified 
and offered in 

English and Spanish.



DID YOU KNOW…

FAMILYKIND
offers

Family 
Relationship

Coaching



FamilyKind offers

Mediation and
Parenting
Coordination 
Services



FamilyKind offers

Parenting
Coordination 



Certified Parent Education | Classes
Child Education | Programs



FamilyKind.org/co-parenting-webinars

Discover FAMILYKIND’S 
FREE WEBINAR SERIES



The ACOD committee of FamilyKind helps 
identify and increase awareness of the 
impact of divorce on adult children.

FamilyKind.org/ACOD-committee

Please join our committee –
for more information, visit:



Children and teens     
whose parents are    

separated or divorced   
have the right not to 

be used as a confidant  
regarding adult matters.



Children and teens     
whose parents are    

separated or divorced   
have the right not to 

be asked to be a 
messenger from one 

parent to another.

Source: NYS Parent Education & Awareness Program’s “Bill of Rights”



Children and teens     
whose parents are    

separated or divorced   
have the right not to 

be told “bad things” 
about the other parent’s 

personality or character.

Source: NYS Parent Education & Awareness Program’s “Bill of Rights”



“For the first time I feel a sense of 
optimism that peace may be lasting 

between me and my co-parent. 

We may just be able to build a 
new type of family together.”

— GOODTALK4PARENTS CLIENT



Thank you!
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Families and children 
deserve support no matter 

their circumstances.  
Every gift is meaningful.  

Please be as generous as 
you can. Thank you.

Give to 
FamilyKind.org


